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Abstract

Dates are one of the strategic export products in the country. An examination of the current status of
date exports indicates fluctuations in the export of this important product. Therefore, understanding and
analyzing trade indicators related to this product, along with identifying the relevant target markets, can
be crucial in policymaking for export development. In this research, to analyze the status of date exports,
several trade indicators, including the concentration index, market size, and export potential, were used.
By utilizing data from the period 2003-2022, the target markets and the competitive or concentrated nature
of these markets were analyzed, and the level of export potential was determined. The results of the
calculations of these indicators show that Iran's concentration index with the world in date imports during
this period has been variable and has shown an increasing trend, rising from 0.09 in 2003 to 0.12 in 2022,
indicating a more concentrated market. Additionally, the examination of the market size index reveals that
the five major importers of dates from Iran in 2022 were India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Turkey, and
Kazakhstan, with India, accounting for 24.5% of Iran's imports, being the top importer of Iranian dates.
The results of the export potential index also show that Iran had an export potential worth $453 million in
2022, of which 44% was realized. Accordingly, it is suggested that policies for the date export sector be
designed in such a way that, by utilizing incentive mechanisms such as the elimination of currency exchange

agreements, the maximum use of Iran's remaining potential capacity in target markets is achieved.
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