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Abstract

One of the most important objectives of Iran's development plans, from the pre-revolution era to the
present, has been the expansion of non-oil exports. Given the intense competition in agricultural trade,
understanding target markets is crucial, as sustained and successful presence in foreign markets requires
precise knowledge of these product markets. Therefore, this study examines Iran’s raisin export situation
by analyzing market structure (using concentration ratio and Herfindahl-Hirschman indices), comparative
advantage (using revealed comparative advantage and symmetric revealed comparative advantage indices),
and export market prioritization (using the TOPSIS algorithm) during the 2001-2022 period. The results
indicate that Iran’s raisin export market structure has consistently fluctuated between open and closed
oligopoly, except in 2008 and 2009. Comparative advantage calculations revealed that Iran maintained
export advantages in raisins throughout the study period. While the index consistently exceeded 0.90, the
revealed comparative advantage index showed significant fluctuations. In the export market prioritization,
Argentina, UAE, Turkey, Irag, and Kazakhstan were identified as the most promising markets for Iranian
raisin exports. Given lran’s traditional raisin production methods, the product often fails to meet minimum
export standards. Therefore, we recommend that the government provide low-interest facilities to improve
infrastructure and complete the raisin supply chain, encouraging processors to establish hygienic processing

units and adopt modern drying techniques.
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